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Boat Winterization



Introduction

Ã Winterizing ðOur least favorite part of boating

ÄGoals for tonight

ÂShare our collective knowledge and experience

ÂRefresh what we already know

ÂEase the pain for those who haven't tried it yet

ÂExplain to our mates why it takes us so long to get it done

ÂTry to find one thing that might make this years experience 

better than last



Basic Steps

Ã Schedule your haul out date

Ã Schedule time to complete ðRemember Murphy

Ã Clean the boat outside

Ã Remove all your stuff ðInside and out

Ã Remove canvas and sails

Ã Winterize the water systems

Ã Pump out and fuel up

Ã Winterize engine and fuel systems

Ã Cover and òkiss the baby goodbyeó



Prepare

Ã Gather Parts and Tools

ÄOrder/buy

ÄOil filter and oil

ÄAntifreeze ðKnow the amount you will need

ÄBioguard

ÄOil Filter wrench

ÄFunnels for antifreeze

ÄOil removal kits and or waste oil jugs

ÄCleaning supplies and rags for oil bilge etc



Clean the exterior

Ã Before the marina water gets turned off

Ã Decks and cockpit ðGet the dirt and bird doo off

Ã Wax (Sure sure)



Remove Your Stuff

Ã Clothing

Ã Food items

Ã Liquids - Soda, Beer, Water 

Ã Valuables ðRadios, TVs, CDõs,

Ã Chart plotter chips



Honey òIõve Got To Go Doó List

Ã Have list out while winterizing

Ã List items that need to be ordered or worked on 

during the off season

Ã Better to write it down now then going to the boat 

in the snow to get that part number that you want

Ã Helps you get a jump start on the spring season

Ã Gives you something to do in the Winter when not 

skiing



Pull it Out

Ã Speedo ðPull it out and replace with dummy plug

Ã Prepare to get some (or lots) of water in the boat

Ã Straps from Haul Out Crain may break or damage 
exposed portion of measuring device

Ã Have thru hull wooden plugs close by just in case



Batteries ðWhat you should do

Ã Make sure òFloodedó batteries are filled with distilled 
water and charged

Ã Remove batteries from boat

Ã Place on wood, not directly on basement or garage 
cement floor ðWood prevents battery from 
discharging to ground and damaging battery plates

Ã Keep charged over the winter using a trickle charger

Ã Have therapy for back pain through out winter from 
removing batteries

Ã Another optioné..



Batteries ðAnother Option

Ã Make sure Flooded batteries are filled with distilled 
water and charged ðSealed batteries need 
nothing added to them

Ã Turn off battery switches once the boat is on the 
hard

Ã Leave the batteries where they belong ðon the 
boat

Ã Go to the marina on frigid days in December, Jan 
and Feb, and plug in and charge them

Ã A charged battery will/should not freeze



ANTIFREEZE

Ã Use Marine/RV Antifreeze

Ã Select type for engine and water systems

Ã Antifreeze rating means will not burst hoses or 
damage engine block, thru hull fitting, etc

ÃWill turn to slush so donõt panic! -50 F degree rating 
turns to slush at 11 degrees F

Ã Keep in mind antifreeze rating is undulated!

ÃThe òpinkeró the better!!



Water Systems

Ã Drain water tank(s) completely

Ã Drain water heater

Ã Add Antifreeze into water tank

Ã Pump through all faucets, shower heads, 

Ã Remember each faucet and shower head has a hot 

and cold line running to it. You must run both lines 

until the stream flows nice and òpinkó



Water Heater

Ã After water tanks are drained

Ã Drain Tank with valve before running antifreeze



The Head ðToilet and Holding Tank

Ã Pump out, rinse, repeat

ÃClose òseawateró intake thru hull valve

Ã Disconnect intake hose from valve

Ã Place hose into antifreeze jug and pump into bowl 
until nice and pink

Ã Reconnect hose

Ã Pour antifreeze in bowl and pump in holding tank

Ã Pour more antifreeze in bowl switch the Y valve.

Ã Then and pump over the side or through macerator.

Ã Flow direction switch back to intake side for winter



Shower Drains & Sink Drains

Ã Add antifreeze to floor drain and turn on pump 

until it flows overboard

Ã Sink Drains ð

ÄOption 1-Pour antifreeze in and then close thru hull 

valve. This will force water back out and replace with 

antifreeze

ÄOption 2 ðIf òstraightó shot out of boat, leave valve 

open. Water will drain when boat is hauled. You can 

add some antifreeze to flush out any water when on the 

hard.



Swim Platform Shower

Ã Donõt forget this one!!



AC/Heater Unit

Ã Close thru hull valve

Ã Remove water intake hose

Ã Turn unit on

Ã Run antifreeze through system until pink flow overboard

Ã Put the hose back on valve ð(leave thru hull valve 

closed)

Ã Be thankful you had it for those hot summer days and 

remember it was worth the effort to winterize it.



Refrigerator/Freezer

Ã Remove all items

Ã Turn off and defrost

Ã Clean and Dry

Ã Secure door/lid in open position

Ã Run Antifreeze through the drain opening until the 

antifreeze reaches the systems end (overboard or 

bilge)



Engine - Diesel

Ã Change Oil

ÄWarm up for at least 10 minutes

ÄRemove oil using kits, jugs ðdrain plug or dip stick

ÄRemove and replace oil filter

ÄReplace only the amount of oil you took out!!

ÄDonõt over fill

ÄUse oil specified in engine manual

Ã Change Transmission Fluid/Oil



Oil Removal Devices

Ã Kits, Jugs etc ðDispose of oil properly



Alternative Wind Power ðThe Engine



Engine - Impeller 

Ã To remove or leave in ðThat is the age old question

Ã *If removing wait until you winterize raw water system



Fuel - Diesel

Ã Fill tank to reduce air, preventing condensation and 

water in the tank

Ã Add BioGuardto prevent growth of òlittle buddiesó 

that clog fuel filters and stall engines

Ã Run engine for about 10 minutes after adding 

treatment to circulate òcleanó fuel through the 

engine



Fuel/Water Separating Filter

Ã Bleed to remove any collected water in bowl



Engine Raw Water Antifreeze

Ã Flush raw water system with dock hose. 

ÄClose water intake valve

ÄOpen raw water strainer

ÄWith engine on run fresh water through strainer

ÄTurn engine off

Ã To add antifreeze 

ÄOpen thru hull valve

ÄPour antifreeze into raw water strainer to intake hose. 
Antifreeze will force water out of hose.

ÄClose water intake valve



Engine ðRaw Water Antifreeze 

Ã Now start engine and pour antifreeze into raw 

water strainer until very pink stream flows out of the 

boat.

Ã Shut engine down and put cover back on the 

strainer.



Bilge 

Ã Clean, Drain and Dry

Ã Pour Antifreeze into electric bilge pump intake and 

continue until antifreeze flows overboard

ÃDonõt forget to do the same using the Manual bilge 

pump

Ã Pour/leave some antifreeze in bilge in event of 

water collecting over the winter due to unexpected 

window or mast leaks



Antifreeze Checklist

Ã Water tanks

Ã Water heater

Ã Head Shower

Ã Head Faucet

Ã Head water intake hose

Ã Head Holding tank

Ã Head Overboard hose

Ã AC/Heater Unit

Ã Bilge pump ðelectric

Ã Bilge pump - manual

Ã Galley Sink

Ã Head Sink

Ã Galley Faucet

Ã Refrigerator Drain

Ã Head Shower Drain

Ã Swim platform shower

Ã Engine Raw Water intake 
hose

Ã Engine Raw Water system

Ã Generator(if you have one)

Ã Seawater pump system 



Sails

Ã Remove while in water not on land

ÃYouõll make you neighbors on the hard much 

happier

Ã Inspect for any items that will need repair. Better 

done in the off season than miss any sailing time in 

the spring.

Ã Halyards and lines ðRig to reduce sun damage, 

change point of stress or contact



Dingy Engine

Ã Deplete gas

Ã Flush water system

Ã Garbage Can method

Ã Store upright

Ã Follow the engine manual winterization instructions



Propane System

Ã Turn on and light burners and oven

Ã Turn off valve on the propane tank in the propane 

locker

Ã Wait for burners/oven to go out from lack of gas

Ã Shut off burner and oven knobs



Humidity Control

Ã Clean and Dry Bilge

Ã Remove all clothing item and bedding

Ã If leaving cushions on boat leave upright not flat

Ã Open all cabinet and storage locker doors

Ã Place humidity absorbers around boat



Biminiand Dodger

Ã Clean ðAt least hose down to remove dirt, dust and 
the toxins that blanket Haverstraw during the 
summer

Ã Dry thoroughly

Ã Remove before boat is hauled

Ã Inspect for tears, wear and damage

ÃDonõt fold òwindowsó ð

ÃStore in òwarmó place to prevent damage to 
windows



Covering

Ã Remove fenders and dock lines

Ã Scuppers and other draining areas/devices ðMake 
sure clear so water is not trapped

Ã No flapping tarps or covers ðDamage to finish

Ã Fasten each grommet to boat separately

ÃDonõt fasten to Jack Stands ðCover can become a 
sail and pull out the stand

Ã * Open all thru hull valves !!!



THE END


